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CLAIMS 


A generally rectangular carton configured for 
automated^ loading of a product, the carton comprising: 
5 Qa^ top paneY) and a (^bottom panel opposite the top 


panel ,- 


0 


1 U ' L \ \ 

a pair of side panelsl each side panel extending 


between edges of the top and bottom panels; 


j^a front panel) extending between edges of the top, 
bottom, and side panelSs; 

r ^° \ \ 

/ a back panel/ opposite the front panel extending 
between edges , of the top\ bottom, and side panels; and 
^a window opening in t,he front panel selectively 
;ssible via a\ hinged ' p^anel , Che hinge^d pane). haA 


accessible via a^hinged panej., (the hinged pane), having a 
■.fli 15 /front portion and(a side portion adjacent thereto, the 
^ (side portion) being slidablejin a substantially protected 

\J§ region between one of the "side\panels and a secondary 

T. side panel adjacent the one of the side panels, the 

M \ 

a protected reqion being effective \to reduce or avoid 

U ^ \ • «^ C/l\ 

: 2 0 interference between the side portion and/ the product 

1 / \ 

2<^ A carton acco rdin g to claim 1, wherein the) 
/protected regioi} i ^ ef lect iye to~~~: reduce or avoid 
interference between the side portion and the product 

2 5 during loading of the product into theVarton. 

A carton according to claim 1, wherein the 
protected region is effective to reduce on avoid 
interference with the product during pivoting of the 

3 0 hinged panel. 

4. A carton according to claim 1, whereMn the 
carton includes a/window oplm.n^ in the back paaie^j the 
window opening being accessible by pivoting a portion of 
3 5 the back panel relative to ^the remainder^ of the back 
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panel 


irton according to claim 4, wherein the 


portion of theXback panel is foldable to present a 
5 [display surfacenformed thereon. 


^js). A carton\ according to claim, 5, wherein the 
portion of the baclcv panel includes^ tab) insertable into 

ra %sl5ot^ formed in oneVof the top and bottom panels when 
the portion of the back panel is folded to present the 
display surface f ormedVthereon . 

7^ A carton according to claim 6, wherein the 
carton is convertible between a first position permitting 
15 access to product within the carton via the window 
opening in the front panel an^ a second position 
permitting access to product within the carton via the 
window opening in the back paneY . 



2 0 8\ A carton for containing\one or more products, 

the carton comprising: 

s/'plurality of panels forming the carton, including 
a f irst/panel\ 

^■a first product dispensing conf igurationjwherein the 
2 5 product is accessible through (a^windo^\f ormed in the 

(first panel^ and \ 
/\ /r\ \ 

(s door/selectively providing access \to the first 
window, the door having a first port ion) being slidable / 
between substantially ad j acent^secon^ and(^hirc) panels 
30 effective to reduce interference between the. product and 
the door portion during opening and closing of the door. 

. (3^' A carton according to claim 8, wherein the 

/carton is convertible between the first product \ 

^ T>T^ \ \ 

35 dispensing configuration^ second product dispensing 
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configuration effective to allow product access through a 
window formed in a ^fourt-h^panel 


A carton according to claim 9, wherein the 


/fourth panel) is\located opposite the first panel 



A carton\ according to claim 10, wherein the 
door comprises a second goption hei^ng^ slidable between 

ia sixth panels^ the fifth 
and sixth panels disposed opposite the third and fourth 


substantially adj acen\ ( fifth anC 
and si: 
panels 



A carton according to claim 11, wherein the 
and second portions, of\the door are effective to 
limit the outward extension of\ the door relative to the 
first panel. 



method of loading product into the interior 
of a carton, the method comprising \^ 

providing a carton having a plurality of panels,-/^ 


providing! a 



el) of the carton with a hinged door 


selectively permitting_a^c^s.s„tc>„the_int^xiojr__of^the <^ 
carton, the hinged door having at least one side portion 
extending between the door and the carton; 


loading the product into the interior \pf the carton T 


and 


positioning the side portion of the doon to be S 
slidable between two subst ant i all y ad j a ceht^pan e-jrs^ of the 
carton to limit or avoid interference between the side 
3 0 portion of the hinged door and the product during the 
loading of the product into the interior of the carton. 


A method of loading product into the interior 
of a carton according to claim 13, including adapting the 
3 5 side portion to limit the opening of the door. 
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J. 


AN^method of loading product into the interior 
of a carton according to claim 13, wherein a window 
opening is provided in a panel different from the panel 
having a hinged\door. 

(l^5 J A metho\i for forming a carton from a blank, the 
blanl^comprisingfa\ f ronf; pane^D having a window opening 

provided therein, fa\pair of primary side panelsX attached 

\ \ 1 (1 -c / \ 

to opposite edges of \the front panel, and I a door Jhinged^-- 

relative to th e fr ont Nfor selectively permitting access ^ 

to the window opening of the front panel, the method 

comprising : 


^providing the__-f-r-ont — and__primary side panels in a 


substantial l^^coplanar arrangement/ 

f aligning^s"ide portiqns^of the^door with the primary 
sidevpanels while the ^fro nt^ a ^dQjrimsory side^ panels 
remain substantially gopl anar )\, and 

positioning a secondary sMe panel jadj acent to^each 


\ 



of the primary side panels such x that ^the respective side 
portioiyo? the doo^ is slidable between the primary and 
secondary side panels of the formed carton. 



A method for forming a carbon acc^oj^ding to 
claim 16, wherein the blank comprisesv aQ:op pane^ and a 
^bottom* panel)^ _att ache d to opposite ed ges o f the/front 
panel, /the front panel edges having the. top and bottom 


panels attached (t iierer o/ bein g dif f erent>\^f rom the front 
panel edges having thepriraary side panels attached 
thereto,/ a back pane]/ attached to edges of Ithe top] and 
panelsj — 


(bottom' panelsj opposite the edges of the back panel having 

the front panel attached thereto ,/phe ba^k panel\ having a 

/--(_/ \ / — \ — 

pair of (tertiary) sxde panels attached thereto, the back 

panel edges having the tertiary side panels attached 

thereto (he ing different from the back panel edges having 

the top and bottom panels attached thereto). 
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18. A method for forming a carton according to 
c laim 17, comprisi ng providing the carton blank in a 
collapsed stat^Wherein the if3fo"nt and primary side panels 


re suBsEantiallyy coplanar and the back and tertiary side 

panels are substantially coplanar, and the front and 
/ U H A 

[p rimary s'ide panel jsX and the back and tertiary side panels 
are generally adjacent. 

10 A method foAforming a carton according to 

claim 18, comprising shifting the carton blank from the 
collapsed state to an upright state wherein the top and 
bottom panels are substantially normal to the front and 
back panels while the primary side panels remain 

15 substantially coplanar with the front panel and the 

tertiary side panels remain substantially coplanar with 
the back panel to enable insertio n of . one or more / 


20 


products between the top, bottom\ front, and back panels. 

A method for forming a ^arton according to 
claim 20, comprising folding the primary side panels into 
a substantially normal alignment with the front panel and 
folding the tertiary side panels into'.a substantially 
normal alignment with the back panel to close the carton. 

f %V\2 . A method for forming a carton according to 

- - • - - - • lincp/ 


claim wherein the back panel comprises (an^ppeningj for 

permitting/access to the interior of the formed carton. 


A carton for containing one or more products, 
the carton comprising: 

a plurality of panels forming the cartonX including 
a first panel; 

a window formed in (the first panel to provide access 
3 5 to the product; \^ 
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a door hinged relative to the first panel 
selectively providing access to the window, the door 
having a first sxLde portion and a second side portion 
opposite the first\side portion, the first and second 
side portions at least partially extending between the 
door and the carton; and 

means for limitingVLnterf erence between the product 
and the first and second \ide portions of the door. 


A carton according \^o claim lj>, comprising 
means for limiting the outward\extension of the door 
relative to the first panel . 

r -2-5 . A carton according to claitn 24, comprising 
means for providing access to the product via an opening 
different from the window. 
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